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MEDIA RELEASE
June 9, 1986

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA WILL AWARD
UNUSUAL HONORARY DOCTORATE
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana will award an honorary doctorate
to a scientist who holds no formal higher education degree during
commencement ceremonies June 15.
In an unusual move the Board of Regents decided to grant an
Honorary Degree, Doctor of Science, to

John Robert Horner, a

dinosaur paleontologist known throughout the international
community for the excellence of his work.
Horner is the Curator of Paleontology of the Museum of the
Rockies at Montana State University in Bozeman, as well as an
adjuct professor of geology at MSU.

He was a University of

Montana undergraduate student in geology with an emphasis in
paleontology from 1964 to 1965 and again from 1968 to 1973.

He

spent the interim years in Viet Nam.
Horner previously held positions as a research assistant at
Princeton University and as a Museum Scientist for the American
Museum of Natural History in New York.
A native Montanan, Horner has been a dinosaur hunter since
childhood.

His most important discoveries have taken place near

Choteau, where he discovered a series of preserved dinosaur
nests, many containing egg clusters with the remains of dinosaur
more
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embryos.
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He has discovered the bones of baby and juvenile

dinosaurs in the same area, and as a result has published many
papers challenging traditional understanding of dinosaurs as
lumbering, dim-witted monsters.
In recommending Horner for the honorary degree, acting UM
President Donald Habbe said, "John Horner is held in the highest
esteem by his colleague scientists from throughout the nation.
Letters supporting his candidacy for the honorary degree have
uniformly recognized his extraordinary contributions to scholarly
research and to the general level of understanding of the lay
public."
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